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of course, these government courts have sole jurisdiction.
Also before them alone are tried cases between a Moslem
and a non-Moslem, or between non-Moslems of different
religious communities.
For about four centuries after the Mohammedan conquest
the Turkish courts followed but one procedure, that of the
Shari'a, or Sacred Law. During the reign of *Abd-el~Me]fd,
side by side with these courts were established a set of
tribunals, criminal, civil, and commercial, under the general
name of 'Adliyeh, or Courts of Justice, all closely following
the Code Napoleon. The development of his new system
appears to have been slow, but it was firmly established in
Jerusalem, for example, about forty years ago. These
tribunals have no jurisdiction over matters pertaining to
wills and minors, which must be taken before the Shari'a
court. In other matters the accused may choose before
which court he may be tried. As a matter of fact, in many
places the business of the Shari'a courts is limited to Moslem
religious affairs. Moslems, of course, try their best to have
their cases with Christians tried according to their sacred
law. The proclamation of the Sultan 'Abd-el-Hamfd, in
his last desperate struggle to recover his lost power, con-
tained this phrase, intended, under cover of its non-committal
diction, to inflame Moslem fanaticism: "The Shari'a is to
be honored!"
The Qadhi, or Moslem religious judge, has authority over
both the Shari'a and the 'Adltyeh tribunals, except the
criminal court of the latter. The heads of the 'Adltyeh
tribunals must always be Moslems, but the judges may be
half Moslems and half Christians. In Jerusalem, where this
proportion exists, the head-quarters of the 'Adltyeh are at
the Ser&ya, or Government House, and those of the Shari'a
are at the old Ma&kamy, or Place of Judgment, near the
Temple Court.
The widely circulated statement that the testimony of a
Christian as against a Moslem is not valid in Moslem law
is literally true. It, however, creates a false impression.
"Testimony" is "shehadi," ami no Christian can bear she-
faadi against a Moslem. But shehadi is a technical term

